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• Describe the purpose and goals of the American 
College of Surgeons (ACS) Geriatric Surgery 
Verification (GSV) program. 

• Recognize how the GSV Program aligns with the Age-
Friendly Health System 4Ms Framework to improve the 
care of older surgical patients.

• Identify how GSV standards support quality 
improvement initiatives and complement CMS quality 
measures related to patient safety, care transitions, and 
outcomes for older adults. 

Learning Outcomes 



• The Geriatric Surgery Verification Program is a national program from the 
American Colleges of Surgeons (ACS) that establishes standards for hospitals 
providing surgical care to patients ≥ 65 years old.

• Key Focus Areas:

• Preoperative assessment

• Medication review

• Delirium prevention

• Mobility and functional support

• Postoperative care planning

• The program emphasizes a holistic approach to surgical care for older adults.

What is the Geriatric Surgery 
Verification (GSV) Program ?

(American College of Surgeons [ACS], 2019)



Note. Image generated with ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2026). Content adapted from American College of Surgeons (n.d.-a, n.d.-b).



Note. Image generated with ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2026).



American College of Surgeons (ACS) 
Geriatric Surgery Verification (GSV) Program

Alignment with the 4 M’s Framework of an Age Friendly Health System

• Standards requirement: 

• Geriatric Surgery Verification 
Director 

• Geriatric Surgery Verification 
Coordinator 

• Geriatric Surgery Nurse 
Champions 

• Quality/Process Improvement 
Program 

(ACS, 2019; Institute for Healthcare Improvement [IHI], n.d.)



Note. Image generated with ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2026). Content informed by American College of Surgeons GSV standards (2019).



Why is this important to Methodist Hospital? 

Note. AI-generated image (OpenAI, 2026); content adapted from CMS (2024).



Note. American College of Surgeons. (2019). Optimal resources for geriatric surgery. American College of Surgeons. Geriatric Surgery Verification | ACS

https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/accreditation-and-verification/geriatric-surgery-verification/


Initial Age-Friendly Level

Per ACS framework, the Initial Age-Friendly level includes six 

core standards focused on foundational infrastructure:

1. Age-Friendly Care Leadership 

2. Treatment and Overall Health Goals 

3. Geriatric Vulnerability Screens 

4. Management Plan for Patients with Positive Geriatric 

Vulnerability Screens 

5. Age-Friendly Specific Postoperative Protocol 

6. Data Review 

Note. Personal photograph. 
The individual pictured 

provided permission for use in 
this presentation.

(ACS, 2019)



Every Team Member 

Has a Role: 

What This Means for 

Our Teams 

“GSV is not one person’s 

responsibility, it requires 

an interdisciplinary 

approach to reliable, 

age-friendly surgical 

care.”
Recognize

Recognize 
Risk Early

• Identify changes 
in cognition, 
mobility, 
function, and 
clinical status

• Communicate 
concerns across 
the care team

Prevent

Prevent What 
We Can

• Promote 
mobility and 
functional 
preservation

• Reduce delirium 
risk

• Support safe 
medication 
practices

Know

Know What 
Matters

• Incorporate 
patient goals, 
values, and 
preferences

• Engage patients 
and caregivers 
throughout the 
surgical journey

Plan

Plan for 
Recovery

• Begin transition 
planning early

• Communicate 
needs across 
disciplines and 
care settings

(OpenAI, 2026)



Note. Image generated with ChatGPT (OpenAI, 2026). Content informed by the American College of Surgeons Geriatric Surgery Verification Program and the Age-Friendly Health 
Systems 4Ms Framework (ACS, 2019; IHI, n.d.).
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Thank you!

Contact Information: 

Gina Crudden DNP, APRN-CNS, ACCNS-AG, CMSRN, FCNS, CDP

Methodist Hospital Geriatric Surgery Verification Program Coordinator

Acute Care Adult Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist & Assistant Professor Nebraska Methodist College (NMC)

Geriatric Curriculum Coordinator (AGCNS & AGNP Tracks) DNP Program NMC

Nebraska Methodist College (Full time) & Methodist Hospital (Casual)

720 N. 87th Street

Omaha, NE 68114

Office: (402) 354-7051

Email: Gina.Crudden@methodistcollege.edu

Methodist Main Hospital- 3N office by Palliative Care

THANK YOU! 

mailto:Gina.Crudden@methodistcollege.edu
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